N /I arsha Dyer had an idea
\ /| for a “good news" story
LV L that would mark the
fifth anmiversary of the worst -
time of her life. ,

he’s been reading the col-

Iayer, graduating USK
and moving on to‘an early ca-
reet as a buyer for Restoration
Hardware. She was beautiful,
smart, and talented-

or. so Medieaid transplant pa- (e

'hen, on that terrible morn-

tients who are being denied

life-saving surgery by the Lieg-  grieve, you cin find ways to
el better, and you try to do

islature and, he wonderedif =~ fe

ing five years ago, a hit-and~
Tun driver struck her:as she
ran along the side of the road.

Pd be interested in looking at
that situation from a different
angle. :
tis, fToH. the point of
view of @ family who lost a
daughter and saved lives.
«It seems amazing that it
has been five years since it
appened,” Marsha told me.
“The first two or three are a
blur. Then, siowly, you come
- out of it. And though you still

good”

1yn spent her early years in
Pheenix. She was a student at
Madison Meadows Middle
Schoo) and started high sehool
at Xavier.

Fhen her father, Bruce, was
transferred to California and

She was left te die. There was.
brain damage. If the driver
have been saved. As it was, she
lingered fex 10 days-and suc-
cumbed to fraumatie brain in-

“Qur saving grace was that
Ashlyn became an organ do-
ner,” said Marsha. “Even
though we lost her we knew
that she went on to help seven,

ot eight other people, with her
tissue, her skin, eyes, kidney,
iver, paﬂofhe&‘he@'tl!_t goes
oRn.”

News eutlets in San Fran-
ciseo picked up on the story of
the young woman who'd been
T'uR OVET.

In a local Hespital, the fam-
fly of a woman named Michelle
found eut that she weuld re-
ceive the life-saving liver
transplant. In an e-mail, a fam-
ily member of Michelle's de-
seribed the night that they ~
learned she would be saved,
writing:

“We laughed, we cried, we
remimiseed. We were still walk-

- ing a foot off the ground when.

the KRON eleven o’clock news
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lence as we watched this pre-
eieus woman come alive 1 oHr
minds. Our euphoria dissolved
into a sober reality ... it
 Michelle’s family learned that
there was a makeshift memorial
to Ashlyn vat the site where SHE
was stuek by the car. They lefta
note that read In/part: _
“We are deeply saddened by
fhe logs of your beautifil Ash

of your beautiful ASi-
lyn. P ease know thata part of
her lives on in the life of seme-
one we dearly love ... ”

Some time later, Ashlyn's
family was:at an event in Cali-
fornia for doner families. A
Woman approached them and
said that her name was Miehelle
and that she’d received Ashlyn’s
Iiver and a lidsey. & Ashiyn and 1
she said.

Of that meeting, Marsha teld
e, “It was the mest powerful.
mement we went through.”

~ Marsha and Bruge set up a
foundation in Ashlyn’s name.

b yndyern

)
o
for treatamont of tranmatis brein
folks te become organ doners,
semething exe can de by con-
tagting the Dandr Netwark of
Arizona at 602-222-2200 or visit-
ing axdonorregistry.org. This
T ?;le ggexsareﬁreaking
ground on the Ashlyn Dyer
Aquatic Center atmﬁfe{v Neur-

" glopical Instifute in Phoenix.

Ashlyn was on her ewn and
was going to lead 3 great life,”
said her mother. “And then ...

She paused, holding back
tears, and added, “But, her two
older sisters have been strong
and have given my ‘husband and
me perspective. We have five
beautiful grandkids. And we
have the knowledge that Ashiyn

is living en threugh ethers™

'Reach Mentini at 683-4448978:



